POPULAR TALES

comparison between their features, gestures, and manners was
daily instituted, and always ended in words of scorn from one
party or the other. Even whilst they were pampering these
children with sweetmeats, or inflaming them with wine, the "
parents had always the same mean and selfish views. The
mother, before she would let her Maude taste the sweetmeats
insisted upon the child's lisping out that she loved mamma
best; and before the little Charles was permitted to carry the
bumper of wine to his lips, he was compelled to say he loved
papa best In all their childish quarrels, Maude ran roaring
to her mamma, and Charles sneaked up to his papa.

As the interests of the children were so deeply concerned in
the question, it was quickly discovered who ruled in the house
with the strongest hand. Mr. Germaine's influence over his
son diminished, as soon as the boy was clearly convinced that
his sister, by adhering to her mamma, enjoyed a larger share
of the good things. He was wearied out by the incessant
rebuffs of the nursery-maids, who were all in their lady's
interests; and he endeavoured to find grace in their sight by
recanting all the declarations he had made in his father's
favour. c I don't like papa best now: I love mamma best
to-day.5

c Yes, master, but you must love mamma best every day, or
it won't do, I promise you.;

By such a course of nursery precepts these unfortunate
children were taught equivocation, falsehood, envy, jealousy,
and every fault of temper which could render them insupport-
able to themselves, and odious to others. Those who have
lived in the house with spoiled children must have a lively
recollection of the degree of torment they can inflict upon all
who are within sight or hearing. These domestic plagues
became more and more obnoxious; and Mrs. Germaine, in the
bitterness of her heart, was heard to protest she wished she
had never had a child I Children were pretty things at three
years old, but began to be great plagues at six, and were quite
intolerable at ten.

Schools, and tutors, and governesses were tried without
number ; but those capricious changes served only to render
the pupils still more unmanageable. At length Mr. and Mrs.
Germaine's children became so notoriously troublesome, that
everybody dreaded the sight of them.
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